94     A MODERN PILGRIM  IN MECCA
Mombasa &wahilis, all of whom knew him intimately, and what was worse, two of whom knew me, haying been several times to my house in Mombasa on business connected with land purchase. Of course he was overwhelmed with greetings and questions. When had ho arrived, whom was he staying with, how had he got onJn England, and where had he left me ?
Masaudi displayed considerable presence of mind. He had left me, he said, in England. Having saved money, he thought he would never get a better opportunity to perform the pilgrimage than the present. Arriving ^ in Egypt, he had signed on as a sort of servant to some rich Egyptian pilgrims with whom he was living. In return for this information they told him they had arrived from Yembu two days before, and were staying with the Zanzibar Mutowif, whom they did not like at all, nor his house either.
After the prayer they all walked back together: Masaudi dropped his string of beads on leaving the mosque. They asked where his house was. He promised to show them, then, half-way up the street, he suddenly remembered the beads, bolted back to look for them, and speedily managed to lose himself in the crowd. Then he returned to the house by a circuitous route.
I was not at first inclined to attach very much importance to all this. I did not think that any of them would recognize me if we met accidentally in the street or mosque. Of course I should have to be very careful, for the future, never to be seen about with Masaudi, and he must avoid bringing them to the house at all costs. Still I quite realized that we were in some danger, and evidently it would not do to travel to Mecca in the same caravan with them. Abdul Wahid however took a very serious view. He said our lives were no longer worth a moment's purchase. All along he had been very much opposed to bringing Masaudi for this very reason.
As good luck would have it, that evening the town crier was announcing that the caravan would start for Yembu the next day but one. Here was an escape from the impasse that suited us all, and we at once decided to avail ourselves of it,